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THE PREPARATION AND ENTRANCE RITE  
 
Voluntary  Praise and Thanks and Adoration Gerald Near 
   
 As the bells are rung, the Congregation stands to face the Baptismal font. 
 
The Order of Confession and Forgiveness 

 In the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 

 God, whose love is everlasting, welcomes sinners to the table of mercy. 
 Let us confess our sin, confident in God's forgiveness. 

  Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 Gracious God, have mercy on us, in your compassion forgive us our sins, both known 
and unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may 
serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 Since we are set right with God by grace through faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ and by 
Christ's authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen 

 
Entrance Hymn, No. 783  Praise and Thanks and Adoration 



Apostolic Greeting and Prayer of the Day 

  
Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and you favor us with true freedom. 
Keep us faithful to the ways of your Son, that, leaving behind all that hinders us, we may 
steadfastly follow your paths, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen 
 

 The Congregation is seated. 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
First Lesson 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14  
 
Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20 

 The Pulpit side sings the verses in roman type, the Lectern side sings the verses in bold type. 

 

I will cry a- | loud to God; 
     I will cry aloud, and | God will hear me. 
In the day of my trouble I | sought the LORD; 
     my hand was stretched out by night and did not tire; I refused | to be comforted. 

I will remember the works | of the LORD, 
     and call to mind your won- | ders of old. 
I will meditate on | all your acts 
     and ponder your | mighty deeds. 

Your way, O | God, is holy; 
     who is so great a god | as our God? 
You are the God | who works wonders 
     and have declared your power a- | mong the peoples. 

By your strength you have re- | deemed your people, 
     the descendants of Ja- | cob and Joseph. 
The waters saw you, O God; the waters saw | you and trembled; 
     the very | depths were shaken. 

The clouds poured out water; | the skies thundered; 
     your lightning bolts flashed | to and fro; 
the sound of your thunder was in the whirlwind; your lightnings lit | up the world; 
     the earth trem- | bled and shook. 



Your way was in the sea, and your paths in | the great waters, 
     yet your footsteps | were not seen. 
You led your people | like a flock 
     by the hand of Mo- | ses and Aaron. 

 
Second Lesson Galatians 5:1, 13-25 

 The Congregation stands. 

Gradual 

 
Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 

 
Holy Gospel Luke 9:51-62 

  

Sermon 

 The Congregation stands. 

Hymn of the Day, No. 786 O Holy Spirit, Enter In 
 
ApostlesÕ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church,  
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen 



Prayers  
 Each petition concludes with one of the following responses: 

God of mercy. hear our prayer. 
Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
  

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Sharing of Peace 
 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 
 The Congregation is seated. 
 
Solo, at the Offering Ride the Chariot African-American Spiritual 
  
 The Congregation stands. 
 
Offertory Hymn 

 
 
Offertory Verse 

 The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom then shall I be afraid? I believe that I shall see 
the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. I will offer in his dwelling an oblation with 
sounds of great gladness; I will sing and make music to the Lord. 

 
Offertory Prayer 

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in 
blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in 
need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord.  Amen 

 
The Great Thanksgiving Ð Setting Five, page 161 
 



Eucharistic Prayer 

Lord, you are the most holy one, enthroned in splendor and light, yet in the coming of your Son 
Jesus Christ, who suffered for the salvation of the world, you reveal the glory and power of your 
love. 

 Amen. Lord, we believe! 

Embracing our humanity, he taught us the way of salvation. Loving us to the end, he gave himself to 
death for us. Dying for his own, he set us free from the bonds of sin, that we might rise and reign 
with him in glory.  

 Amen. Lord, we believe! 

On the night you gave up your Son for us all he took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.  

 Amen. Lord, we believe! 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying: 
 Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.  

 Amen. Lord, we believe! 

Therefore we proclaim the death that he suffered on the cross, we celebrate his resurrection, his 
bursting from the tomb, and we long for his coming in glory. 

  

As we recall the one, perfect sacrifice of our redemption, Father, by your Holy Spirit let these gifts 
of your creation be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; form us into the likeness of 
Christ and make us a perfect offering in your sight. 

 Amen. Come, Holy Spirit! 

Look with favor on your people and in your mercy hear the cry of our hearts. Bless the earth, heal 
the sick, free the oppressed and fill your Church with power from on high. 

 Amen. Lord, have mercy. 

Gather your people from the ends of the earth to feast with all your saints at the table in your 
kingdom, where the new creation is brought to perfection in Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom and 
with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory be yours, almighty 
Father, for ever and ever. 

  



The LordÕs Prayer 

 
 
Agnus Dei 

 
 
The Distribution of the Blessed Sacrament 
 All baptized Christians are invited to receive the Sacrament. 
 Non-communicants are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. 
 
Hymn, No. 733 Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
 

THE POST-COMMUNION  

 The Congregation stands. 

Eucharistic Blessing 

 



Nunc dimittis  

  

Post Communion Prayer 
God our creator, at this table you have satisfied us with the good things of your grace. 
Fix our hearts on your mercy and truth, that our lives may reflect your love for all 
creation, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 
Benediction 
 
Hymn, No. 840  Now Thank We All Our God  
 
Dismissal 
 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
Voluntary Now Thank We All Our God Sigfrid Karg-Elert 

 

 

 

 

 

Artwork Note: It is wonderful to witness the ascent of one whom we love, admire or even worship. 
It is as if they are lifting us up, too. TodayÕs artwork ÒElijahÓ by the Austrian painter Edward Jakob 
von Steinle (1810-1886) portrays Elisha witnessing the heroic prophetÕs ascent. Elijah promised him 
that Òif you see me as I am being taken from youÓ you will receive a Òdouble shareÓ of my spirit. In 
a parallel allusion, todayÕs Gospel takes place Òwhen the days drew near for him (Jesus) to be taken 
up.Ó In the painting the figures of individuals are secondary to the upward movement from Elisha in 
the shadows into the bright light. As the four horses pull the chariot heavenward, Elijah leans 
forward and upward, hands thrown out with eagerness to get there. According to Elijah, engaging 
the spirit of this is Òa hard thingÓ. Jesus challenges those who say they want to ÒfollowÓ him but 
have other obligations to fulfill first. When bogged down in Òhard thingsÓ and challenges, perhaps 
we too need to be Òtaken fromÓ and Òtaken upÓ by God. Perhaps we need to ask a double dose of 
Spirit like Elisha and lean into it like Elijah.  
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We welcome all friends and visitors this morning to Augustana Lutheran Church, 
a congregation ÒReconciled in ChristÓ that has been racially integrated since 1954. 

Please sign the guest register in the narthex and fill out the attendance registration booklet 
located in the pews. Join us for hospitality in the Parish Hall following the service. 

 
We invite you to be as active a participant in the worship of God as you are able. 

Note that the peoplesÕ responses in the liturgy are indicated by bold type. 

Portions of the liturgy on pages 1-388 are found in the front of the hymnal, 
followed by Psalms, Nos. 1-150; Service Music, Nos. 151-238; and Hymns, Nos. 239-893. 

We suggest that you mark the items of todayÕs liturgy with the hymnal ribbons. 
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